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DATE: March 18, 2024

TO: New Mexico State Police Captain Bryan Waller; Agent Michaelann Velasquez,

RE: OIS -NMSP 23-08639 (Galen Mason-Muller) involving Senior Patrolman Brian Donis
FROM: Mary Carmack-Altwies, First Judicial District Attorney

Dear Captain Waller:

This office has received the referral from NMSP on an officer involved shooting that Agent
Michaelann Velasquez reviewed. The case was NMSP 23-08639 and involved Senior
Patrolman Brian Donis. The shooting occurred on July 24, 2023 near State Road 592
Tesuque, Santa Fe county. In reviewing this incident, I reviewed all reports, photographs,
crime scene diagrams and body-worn cameras. I did not receive any medical records
therefore they were not reviewed.

This incident occurred as Officers from New Mexico State Police and Santa Fe County
Sheriff's office were dispatched to S09B State Road 592 Tesuque, Santa Fe County, NM in
reference to a domestic violence and aggravated burglary call. Six NMSP officers and two
Santa Fe County Sheriff's deputies arrived at the home of Mary Armijo. Ms. Armijo was the
mother of Ashely Duran who was involved in a relationship with Galen Mason-Muller.
Mason-Muller wanted Ashley Duran to accompany him to their home in Bernalillo, NM,
but she did not want to leave her mother's home.

Mason-Muller had already forced his way into the home of Mary Armijo and chased both
Armijo and Ashley Duran out of the home, Both were terrified and attempted to run away
as they called 911, Santa Fe County Sheriff’s deputies already had Galen Mason-Muller at
gunpoint. NMSP Officers Brain Donis and Louie Mattinez arrived first to the scene;
Officers George Tremann and Joshua Abeyta arrived to the scene within moments and all
attempted to engage with Ms. Mason-Muller. Mr. Mason-Muller was pacing outside of the
home with a gun in his hands, All four officers attempted to communicate with Mr. Mason-
Muller by telling him to drop his gun. He was carrying the gun in his left hand and was
pointing the gun towards the ground. It is important to note that Mr. Mason-Muller told
officers they should just shoot him and to do their jobs while slapping his own chest.




Officer Martinez warned Mr. Mason-Muller that he would shoot if he raised the gun.
Martinez and the other three NMSP officers attempted to deescalate Mr. Mason-Muller for
approximately fifteen minutes. After multiple attempts to communicate with Mason-
Muller, he stopped pacing, grabbed the gun with both hands and raised the gun towards
Officers Martinez and Tremman. Officer Brian Donis observed Mason-Muller pointing the
gun at the two officers and shot Mason-Muller two times.

Officers immediately rushed towards Mason-Muller and began to administer first aid.
Paramedics arrived and transported him to St. Vincent's hospital. He survived his wounds
and was subsequently charged with Aggravated burglary and Aggravated Assault on both
peace officers.

Agent Velasquez interviewed all officers present at the scene as well as Mary Armijo and

Muller was pacing and holding his gun as Officers approached, and then pointed it at the
Officers prior to the shooting. Officer Donis observed this behavior and shot Mr, Mason-
Muller in order to save the lives of his fellow officers.

Under the facts and circumstances, all officers acted reasonably in response to an immediate
threat to their and their fellow officers' safety. Therefore, this officer involved shooting by
Senior Patrolman Donis is justified. See, NMSA 1978, §30-2-6(A) and §30- 2-6(B), see also
State v, Mantelli 2002-NMCA-033, see also Un 14-5173 In accordance with NMSA 1978,
§30-2-6 Senior Patrolman Brian Donis was justified in the use of deadly force, New Mexico
State Police may release evidence to the rightful owners provide there are not any further
criminal or civil matters pending,




