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From: Mary Carmack-Altwies, First Judicial District Attorney Wﬁ‘

Date: October 25, 2024

Re: Officer Involved Shooting — Officer Anthony Martinez; NMSPR 24008568

Chief Garcia and Agent Villanueva:

The First Judicial District Attorney’s Office has completed its review of the New Mexico State
Police (“NMSP”) investigation regarding the use of force incident on June 9, 2024, in which
Espanola Police Department (“EPD”) Officer Anthony Martinez discharged a firearm and struck
decedent, Jeffrey Martinez one time killing him. Said incident having occurred at 1115 N.
Riverside Dr, within the City of Espanola, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.

Based upon a review of the information provided to our office, the evidence demonstrates that
Officer Martinez’s use of force was justified and reasonable. See, NMSA 1978, §3 0-2-6(A) and
§30-2-6(B), see also State v. Mantelli 2002-NMCA-033, see also UJI 14-5173.

Officer Martinez was on routine patrol in the city of Espanola on June 9, 2024. As he was on patrol,
Officer Martinez observed a black jeep that appeared to be stolen. The black jeep pulled into the
parking lot at the Walgreens on N. Riverside. Officer Martinez followed the black jeep into the
parking lot and observed it enter a parking spot.

Officer Martinez called out on the radio that his stop was going to be a felony stop, he exited his
patrol unit and ran toward the black jeep. As Officer Martinez was getting out of his unit, a
passenger door on the black jeep opened and a passenger quickly exited the car and moved away
quickly.

The black jeep then lurched forward and hit a red SUV in the parking lot. Officer Martinez ran up
to the already open passenger door, drew his gun, and commanded the driver to put the car in park
and show his hands. The driver, Jeffrey Martinez, put the car in reverse and hit Officer Martinez



with the door. The passenger, Stephen Garcia, said he saw Jeffrey Martinez intentionally reverse
the car to strike Officer Martinez purposefully. Officer Martinez was then dragged a short distance
before he discharged his firearm two times. Jeffrey Martinez crashed the black jeep into a pillar
of the Walgreens building. The jeep then rolled forward and hit Officer Martinez’s patrol car.

Once the jeep came to a halt, Officer Martinez was able to get back to his patrol unit and retrieve
medical supplies; he pulled Jeffrey Martinez out of the jeep and began administering first aid. It
should be noted that Officer Martinez was injured by the striking vehicle and subsequent dragging.
Jeffrey Martinez was taken to Espanola Presbyterian Hospital where he succumbed to his injures.
The OMI report stated that his case of death was one gunshot wound that entered his right arm and
traveled through his chest in a downward direction. NMSP also located one spent cartridge inside
the black jeep, the other cartridge was not recovered.

Under the facts and circumstances of this incident, Officer Martinez acted reasonably in response
to an immediate threat to protect his life. Therefore, Officer Martinez was justified in the use of
force.

New Mexico State Police and the Espanola Police Department may release any evidence to the
rightful owners of the property provided there are not any pending criminal charges or civil action
arising out of this incident.



