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Sheriff Lorenzo Aguilar, Rio Arriba Sheriff’s Department
Agent Daniel Martinez, New Mexico State Police

Re:  Use of Force: Officer involved shooting — Deputy Daniel Martinez, RASO Deputy
Dominic Lopez, RASO Detective Matthew Jacobs, and Ohkay Owingeh Police
Department (OOPD) Officer Adrian Moya NMSPR 2504364

Dear Agent Martinez:

The First Judicial District Attorney’s Office has completed its review of the New Mexico
State Police (NMSP) investigation regarding the use of force incident on April 10, 2025. In this
incident, Rio Arriba Sheriff’s Office (RASO) Deputy Daniel Martinez, RASO Deputy Dominic
Lopez, RASO Detective Matthew Jacobs, and Ohkay Owingeh Police Department (OOPD)
Officer Adrian Moya discharged their firearms in performance of their duties as peace officers.
This occurred at 407 Lowdermilk Street, Espanola, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.

The evidence that our office has demonstrates that the law enforcement officers’ uses of force were
justified and reasonable. See NMSA 1978, § 30-2-6; UJI 14-5173 NMRA; State v. Mantelli, 2002-
NMCA-033, 131 N.M. 692.

On April 10, 2025, around 12:33 pm, a male called 911 to report that Zachary Sisneros just stole
items, including a firearm, from a family member’s residence. The male gave a description of the
vehicle driven by Sisneros, including the license plate number, and said that Sisneros was going
to Albuquerque or Rio Rancho to get drugs. Around 12:55 pm, RASO issued a “be on the lookout”
(BOLO) for the vehicle driven by Sisneros. Around 12:59 pm, RASO Deputy Dominic Lopez
located Sisneros driving the vehicle, a white 2014 Toyota Camry.

Deputy Lopez got behind and followed Sisneros while communicating with dispatch and other
officers. Eventually, Sisneros stopped at Speedway on Riverside Dr. When Sisneros exited
Speedway and approached the Toyota, Deputy Lopez activated his emergency lights and attempted



to talk with Sisneros, but Sisneros refused to talk with Deputy Lopez and drove off. Deputy Lopez
was following Sisneros when RASO Deputy Daniel Martinez approached the two.

Deputy Martinez tried to stop Sisneros, but Sisneros drove by Deputy Martinez and nearly struck
his unit, driving south on Highway 68. Deputy Lopez followed Sisneros with lights and sirens
engaged, but Sisneros refused to stop, so Deputy Lopez terminated the pursuit. Sisneros suddenly
stopped on the shoulder in front of the Chili’s on Riverside Dr. and then quickly drove off on
Lowdermilk Rd. toward Lowe’s, passing a semi-truck at a high rate of speed.

Deputy Lopez and RASO Detective Matthew Jacobs drove behind Lowe’s to locate Sisneros and
observed Sisneros’s vehicle stopped. As Deputy Lopez was putting his vehicle in park, Sisneros
exited his vehicle with a rifle and pointed it at Deputy Lopez. Deputy Lopez got low in his vehicle
and radioed to officers that Sisneros had a gun. Deputy Martinez heard that radio transmission,
exited his unit near the front of Lowe’s, and ran on foot to aid Deputy Lopez and Detective Jacobs.
Officer Moya also heard that transmission and drove to Deputy Lopez and Detective Jacobs to
assist.

When Deputy Martinez arrived on foot, Sisneros pointed the rifle at Deputy Martinez and then
turned and fired at Deputy Lopez, Detective Jacobs, and Officer Moya. Deputy Martinez fired at
Sisneros then got behind cover. Deputy Lopez, Detective Jacobs, and Officer Moya returned fire.
Immediately after this initial barrage, Deputy Martinez came out from cover and fired again,
striking Sisneros in the head. Detective Jacobs rendered aid until EMS arrived and took over.
EMS transported Sisneros to Espanola Presbyterian Hospital, and Sisneros later succumbed to the
gunshot wound. NMSP located the rifle where Sisneros was shot.

Under the facts and circumstances of this incident, Deputy Martinez, Deputy Lopez, Detective
Jacobs, and Officer Moya acted reasonably in response to an immediate threat to protect their lives
and the lives of the other law enforcement officers present. Therefore, all officers were justified
in their use of force.

NMSP, RASO, and OOPD may release any evidence to the rightful owners of the property,
provided there are no pending criminal charges or civil actions arising out of this incident.




