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Agent Victor Rodriguez, New Mexico State Police
Chief Paul Joye, Santa Fe Police Department

Re:  Use of Force: Officer involved shooting — Officer Stephen Orr, Officer Justin Apodaca,
Officer Antonio Valdez, Officer Gabriella Martinez and Deputy Chief Thomas Grundler
*Amended* RE: Justin Jimenez NMSPR 2412871

Dear Agent Victor Rodguez:

The First Judicial District Attorney’s Office has completed its review of the New Mexico State
Police (NMSP) investigation regarding the use of force incident on September 8, 2024. In this
incident, (1) Santa Fe Sheriff’s Office (SFSO) Deputy Stephen Orr and (2) Santa Fe Police
Department (SFPD) Officer Justin Apodaca, Officer Antonio Valdez, Officer Gabriella Martinez,
and Deputy Chief Thomas Grundler discharged their firearms in performance of their duties as
peace officers. This occurred in downtown Santa Fe the morning of the Fiestas de Santa Fe parade.
The evidence that our office has demonstrates that the law enforcement officers’ use of force was
justified and reasonable. See NMSA 1978, § 30-2-6; UJI 14-5173 NMRA; State v. Mantelli, 2002-
NMCA-033, 131 N.M. 692.

On September 8, 2024, around 8:51 am, a citizen reported the location of the citizen’s stolen
vehicle and gave a vehicle description. SFPD officers located the vehicle, driven by Justin
Jimenez, at McDonald’s on St. Francis Drive and attempted to stop the vehicle. It fled, and officers
did not pursue. SFSO deputies then located the vehicle on Guadalupe Street and attempted to stop
the vehicle, but it again fled. Deputies declined pursuit because they were near the staging area of
the Fiestas de Santa Fe parade.

Jimenez continued driving and later observed law enforcement vehicles near Griffin Street and

Paseo de Peralta and fled despite no one pursuing him. A law enforcement officer then said over



the radio that Jimenez drove the wrong way on Sheridan Street, plowed through barricades, and
hit a portable toilet. Jimenez continued driving recklessly and eventually accelerated toward
Deputy Orr who was outside his vehicle. Jimenez crashed into Deputy Orr’s driver door, smashing
Deputy Orr between the door and A pillar. Deputy Orr, fearing for his life, discharged his weapon
at Jimenez as Jimenez drove toward Deputy Orr.

Jimenez continued driving erratically, crashing through barricades, speeding, weaving, and hitting
aparked truck. Soon after the initial crash into Deputy Orr’s door, Jimenez drove by Officer Justin
Apodaca, Officer Antonio Valdez, Officer Gabriella Martinez, and Deputy Chief Thomas Grundler
toward a group of pedestrians near Palace Avenue. Those law enforcement officers fired their
weapons at Jimenez, believing that Jimenez was going to hurt or kill someone.

Under the facts and circumstances of this incident, Deputy Stephen Orr, Officer Justin Apodaca,
Officer Antonio Valdez, Officer Gabriella Martinez, and Deputy Chief Thomas Grundler acted
reasonably in response to an immediate threat to protect their lives and the lives of the others
present. Jimenez’s driving endangered everyone in the area, as evidenced by him striking Deputy
Orr, driving through barricades, and crashing into multiple other objects. Right before the SFPD
officers discharged their weapons, individuals in their presence dove out of the way of Jimenez’s
vehicle to avoid being struck, including an officer diving off of and dropping a motorcycle. After
that, Jimenez continued traveling toward more pedestrians, leading officers to reasonably believe
that civilians could be injured or killed. Therefore, all officers were justified in their use of force.
NMSP may release any evidence to the rightful owners of the property, provided there are no

pending criminal charges or civil actions arising out of this incident.
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