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Re: Case Initiation, Screening Requests, Declinations for Prosecution, and Improper Discovery 

Submissions 

The First Judicial District Attorney’s Office (FJDA) values its partnership with our law 

enforcement partners and remains committed to working collaboratively to ensure that viable 

criminal cases are prosecuted effectively and ethically. At the same time, consistency in our 

screening and referral process is essential.  

It has recently come to our attention that agencies are submitting discovery through Axon or other 

evidence-sharing portals and then representing that the matter has been “referred for review” or is 

pending FJDA screening. This practice is inconsistent with the FJDA’s screening process and must 

cease immediately.  

A criminal case eligible for FJDA prosecution is initiated with the FJDA in only three ways:  

1. Law enforcement files a criminal charging document in magistrate court; 

2. The matter is a homicide, first-degree child abuse, or sexual assault investigation and law 

enforcement requests pre-charge prosecutorial screening; or 

3. The case is a charged misdemeanor (MR) case and is subject to prosecutorial review via 

the MR policy. 1  

If none of these circumstances exist, the matter has not been referred to the FJDA for screening or 

for potential prosecution.  

Stated differently, if law enforcement believes there is insufficient evidence or cause to file 

charges, that determination remains the responsibility of the investigating agency. Uploading 

reports, recordings, photographs, or other materials to Axon does not transfer that responsibility to 

the FJDA and does not create a case pending prosecutorial review.  

Axon Does Not Initiate a Case 

This point cannot be overstated: Axon is not a case referral system. Axon is the platform used by 

most law enforcement partners in the FJDA and by the FJDA to receive and manage discovery 

associated with cases accepted for prosecution. It is not a mechanism for requesting FJDA review, 

initiating a criminal case, or placing a matter into a screening queue.  

Accordingly:  

- Uploading discovery to Axon does not initiate or revive a case previously declined.  

- Sharing evidence through Axon does not constitute a request for FJDA review. 

- Sending an Axon link or partner share does not place a case into the FJDA screening 

process. 

 
1 The MR policy and process is unchanged and the FJDA will not accept screening requests for MR cases via the 

LEAscreeningrequest@da.state.nm.us email address.     
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- Discovery submissions without a charging document or required screening form will not 

be treated as a case referral. 

Major Crimes Pre-Charge Screening Requests 

For homicide, first-degree child abuse (GBH), and sexual assault investigations, agencies 

requesting a pre-charge review must use the FJDA Major Crimes Pre-Charge Screening Request 

Form.  No other form of submission will initiate a Major Crimes screening review.  

Re-Evaluation of Previously Declined Felony Case 2 

The FJDA has also identified instances in which agencies have uploaded discovery after a 

Declination for Prosecution (DE) and assumed the case would automatically be reconsidered.  

That assumption is incorrect. A supplemental report, discovery push, or Axon share does not 

reopen a declined case for review. 

For any felony case previously charged by law enforcement and subsequently declined during the 

FJDA’s initial screening process, agencies must use the Request for Re-Evaluation Following 

Declination for Prosecution (DE) form. 

If the form, including certifications, is complete, it will proceed under the original FJDA case 

number via the PHX pathway.  

These Requirements Are Not Optional 

These procedures are not suggestions. They are mandatory components for the FJDA screening 

process.  

The FJDA remains committed to collaboration and open communication with our LEA partners. 

These procedures are intended to ensure that prosecutors receive complete, organized, and review-

ready case submissions and that all agencies operate under a uniform process consistent with the 

Supreme Court mandates.  

The June 2, 2025, Memorandum regarding the FJDA Screening Process remains in effect and 

should be reviewed in conjunction with this memorandum.   

Both forms are available on the FJDA website at https://1st-jda.com under the law enforcement 

section and must be submitted to:  

LEAscreeningrequest@da.state.nm.us  

 
2 As the June 2, 2025, memo explains, a declined case and a case dismissed per the PHX pathway are distinct.  A 

case dismissed via the PHX pathway is not a declined case and this form is not appliable to that process.  
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If the form is accepted and the case appears viable for prosecution, the assigned ADA will arrange 

a mandatory in-person meeting with the officer.  This is a necessary step before the case proceeds 

to grand jury.   


